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LOS ANGELES — A man who sur-
vived three months adrift in the Pacific
Ocean by collecting rainwater in a
bucket and roasting the sea birds that
landed on his sailboat thanked the
crew of the U.S. warship that rescued
him.

Richard Van Pham, 62, of Long
Beach returned to California on Tues-
day. He was held temporarily by U.S.
immigration officials, then released af-
ter officials verified he was a legal, per-
manent resident.

Hehad lost about 40 pounds but was
in good condition when he was found
aboard his damaged sailboat a week
ago by the San Diego-based frigate Mc-
Clusky, Navy officials said.

“If you travel at sea, you take what

. youare scared, you willdie.”

) USNAVY,
Sailors from the warship McClusky %mmw to Richard Van Pham, left,
maom& Van Pham's sailboat Sept. 17 after they mocsm _EB adrift off Costa Rica.

you find,” Pham said in Wednesday’s
editions of the Los Angeles Times. “If

Van Hume mmﬂ mmE from Long wmmow
in his 26-foot sailboat, Sea Breeze,

’

bound for Santa Catalina Island, some .

25 miles ommboem En route, a storm
broke his. mast.and his outboard mo-
tor and two-way radio also failed,

On Sept. 17, his-boat was spotted

from a plane 275 miles southwest of
Costa Rica, about 2,500 miles away
from his original destination. When
the McClusky neared, its crew saw it ju-
ry-rigged sail flapped from a splintered
mast and aman ooowEm aseabirdona
makeshift grill.

The ship’s. corpsman, Petty Officer .

1st Class'A.J. Davis, said Van Pham de-
scribed bashing a sea turtle with a bat
as it swam nearhisboat and then cook-

" ing part of the meat while using the re-

mainderasbait for seabirds.
~Capt. Terry ‘Bragg, cornmander -of

Destroyer-Squadron One in San Di-

ego, which oversees gm EooEmwu\.
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~Van Pham tells of his
three-month trialin the
Pacific after his sailboat
and radio were damaged
in a storm.
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Continued from 37A .
said he had never heard a story of
survivallike Van Pham’s.

“It’'s a three-hour cruise gone
bad,” Bragg said. “It’slike a cross be-,
tween Gilligan’s Island and Robin-
son Crusoe.”

Van Pham had used a small mﬁ:
on board his boat to cook seabirds
and turtle meat after he ran out oM
food a week into the ordeal.

To keep the grill going, he began
- disassembling parts of the boat for

. fuel, Bragg said.
! Each day he drifted at sea, Van
Pham said, he looked for any sign of
life, any sign ofland. |

“I see nothing,” he said. “Then one
day, Isee aplane. Iknow I'mclose to
people. They tip their wings to say
hello. Two hours later, a ship comes
tomy boat. I amvery, very happy.”

Van Pham was dropped off Sun-
day in Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala,
when the MecClusky visited port.
The ship’s crew collected about $800
topayforhis planetrip home:

Nayy-officials said the most poi-

.mbwbﬁ moment dem. when Van

United
. States

Richard Van Pham was
rescued after surviving three
months adrift in the Pacific
Qcean. Bad weather, a broken

- mast and engine trouble forced - Pucific Ocean .
him to drift about 2,500 miles ﬁi& A.

Costa E.o.m |

away from his original

Sept. 17 mmmOLma by.
destination. .

Pham mvvwo,\mg._ﬁ%?mdwmé mem- boat,” said Petty Officer &d Class
bers:set fire to the mmm Breeze. It
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